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I N F O R M E D  C O N S E N T
Hello, you are speaking to .. 
I am calling you from NIDS, the National Income Dynamics Study at the University of Cape Town. 
Thank you  for taking our call again. This is the last time we will be 
contacting you for an interview this year. In this survey we’d like to ask you some questions about 
how the lockdown has affected you and your household. Some questions are the same as those 
asked previously, other questions are new.

• This time, you will receive R40 in airtime for participating which is voluntary and you can stop at 
any time. 

• If you participate, you will also get a final entry into the lucky prize draw, for 1 of 3 R4000 in-store 
vouchers. Winners will be announced in July 2021.

• This call will be recorded for quality control but your information will be kept confidential and 
anonymous.  

• UCT Commerce Ethics Committee approved the research study and you can reach us on 021-
650-4100 with any questions.

Are you willing to complete this survey?
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Section Aa: Cover sheet

Respondent details

Aa1.1
name First name

Aa1.2
surname Surname

Aa1.3
name_o Any other names by which this person is known?

Interviewer details

Aa3
intrv_c Interviewer code

Aa4 Date of interview dd
intrv_d

mm
intrv_m

Year
intrv_y

Refusals (if applicable)

Aa5
refexpl

Interviewer question. Please 
indicate why the respondent 

refused the call.

Too busy 1 duration

Not interested/waste 
of time 2 duration

Questionnaire too 
personal/too intrusive 3 duration

Don’t trust surveys 4 duration

Never do surveys 5 duration

Too old 6 duration

Sickness/ Recent 
Death/ Recent 

childbirth
7 duration

It took too long last 
time 8 duration

Permanent refusal 9 duration

Don’t know 10 duration

Other (specify) 
refexpl_o 11 duration

This study isn’t doing 
anything for me 
refexpl_study_o

12 duration

Aa6
permrefrea

Please explain why this is a 
permanent refusal? Reason

Duration

duration Total duration of interview in 
minutes
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Section B: Background
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Before we continue, to make sure we’re speaking to the right person I need to confirm 

a few questions: Skips

A7
age

How old are you?

Age

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

A8 What is your date of birth?

dd
dob_d

mm
dob_m

Year
dob_y

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ba1
gen Can you confirm your gender?

Man 1

Woman 2

Other 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

CCBa2
Computer check: Does this respondent 

not have a response for population 
group or education in at least one of the 

previous waves?

Yes 1

No 2 Ba5

Ba2
popgrp Can you confirm your race?

African/Black 1

Coloured 2

Asian/Indian 3

White 4

Other 5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Ba3
edschgrd

Can you confirm the highest grade in 
school you have successfully completed 

or passed?

Interviewer: Do not read out.

Grade R/0 0 Ba5

Grade 1 (previously Sub A/ class 1) 1 Ba5

Grade 2 (previously Sub B/ class 2) 2 Ba5

Grade 3 (Std. 1) 3 Ba5

Grade 4 (Std. 2) 4 Ba5

Grade 5 (Std. 3) 5 Ba5

Grade 6 (Std. 4) 6 Ba5

Grade 7 (Std. 5) 7 Ba5

Grade 8 (Std. 6/ Form 1) 8 Ba5

Grade 9 (Std. 7/ Form 2) 9

Grade 10 (Std. 8/ Form 3) 10

Grade 11 (Std. 9/ Form 4) 11

Grade 12 (Std10 / Matric / Senior 
Certificate / Form 5) 12

National Certificate Vocational 2  
(NCV 2) 13

National Certificate Vocational 3  
(NCV 3) 14

National Certificate Vocational 4  
(NCV 4) 15

N1 (NATED)/ NTC 1 16

N2 (NATED)/ NTC 2 17

N3 (NATED)/ NTC 3 18

No Schooling 19 Ba5

ABET Level 1 20

ABET Level 2 21

ABET Level 3 22

Refused -8 Ba5

Don’t know -9 Ba5

Ba4
edter

Have you successfully completed any 
tertiary qualifications like diplomas, 

certificates or degrees?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Thank you for that information. 

Ba5
mar

Do you have a partner or are you 
married (including traditional marriage)?

Yes 1

No 2 CCBa7

Refused -8 CCBa7

Don’t know -9 CCBa7

Ba6
lvetog Are you currently living together?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: We now want to ask about residential moves.

CCBa7
Computer check: Does this respondent 

not have a response for mv2017 in at least 
one of the previous waves?

Yes 1

No 2 Ba8

Ba7
mv2017

We interviewed you or your household 
in 2017. Are you currently living in 
the same dwelling as when NIDS 

interviewed you in [month_2017] 2017?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ba8
mvlst

Since the last time we called you on 
[last_intrv_d] [last_intrv_m], have you 

moved to a new dwelling? 

Yes 1

No 2 Bc1

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Bb1
prov

Can you confirm the province you are 
currently living in?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
instruction, only if confused: for 

clarity, living in a province refers to 
being there for four nights in the past 

week.

Western Cape 1

Eastern Cape 2

Northern Cape 3

Free State 4

KwaZulu-Natal 5

North West 6

Gauteng 7

Mpumalanga 8

Limpopo 9

Refused -8

Bb2
area

What type of area are you living in now? 
Is it a traditional area/chiefdom, urban 

area/town, farm/rural area?

Traditional area/ chiefdom 1

Urban area/town 2

Farm/rural area 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Bb3
area_des

Which of the following best describes 
the area you live in now: Traditional, 
informal settlement, township, formal 
residential, farm, or small holding?

Traditional area/chiefdom 1

Informal settlement 2

Township 3

Formal residential 4

Farm 5

Small holding 6

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Bb4
suburb

What is the name of the area or suburb 
you are living in now?

Interviewer: Select from dropdown 
list.

Suburb or local area

Don’t know -9

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: I’m now going to ask some questions about the household you are currently living in.

Interviewer: Don’t read out but if confused, by household we mean the people you live with and have shared food with for 
most of the past week.

Bb5
dwltyp

What type of dwelling or house do you 
live in?

Interviewer: Read out response 
options including “other”.

A house or a flat 1

A traditional house like a mud hut 2

An informal house like a shack 3

Other 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Bb6
watsrc

Do you have piped or tap water inside 
your dwelling or house or in your yard?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Bb7
enrgelec

Does your dwelling or house have 
access to electricity?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Bc1
nopres

How many people (including yourself) 
live in the household now? Don’t forget 

to include babies.

Interviewer: Only if the respondent 
is confused: for clarity, living in a 

household refers to being there for 
four nights in the past week.

Number

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: You mentioned that there are [nopres] people living in the household. Can you please give us this 
number split by the following categories?

Bc2
nou7res Younger than 7 (don’t forget babies)?

Number

Don’t know -9
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Bc3
no7to17res Between 7 and 17?

Number

Don’t know -9

CCBc4 Computer calculation: Calculate nou7res + no7to17res (if neither nou7res nor no7to17res = -9).

Bc4
nocld Between 18 and 60?

Number

Don’t know -9

Bc5
no60res Older than 60

Number

Don’t know -9

Section C: Labour and Income
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: We want to ask you about changes in your employment and income. So we would like 

to ask you again about your work. Skips

Ca1
em_mar

In March, did you have any kind of 
job?

Yes 1 Cb1

No 2

No, I’m retired 3 Da1

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ca2
emany_mar

In March, did you work for any profit 
or pay, even if just for an hour or a 

small amount?

Yes 1 Cb1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ca3
ems_mar

In March, did you do any kind of 
business such as selling things - big 
or small - even if only for one hour?

Yes 1 Cb1

No - I’m employed 2 Cb1

No - I did nothing 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ca4
emreturn

Do you have any paid activity or job 
that you will return to in the next 4 

weeks?

Yes 1

No 2 Cb2

Refused -8 Cb2

Don’t know -9 Cb2
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Ca5
emabs_mar

What is the main reason you were 
not working in March?

Interviewer: Wait for response. 
If the response does not fit with 

response options, read out 
the options and select “Other, 
specify”, if that is what they 

choose.

Lockdown 1

Self isolating 2

Poor health 3

Business temporarily closed 4

It’s illegal to go to work 5

I’m on enforced leave 6

No transport 7

I’m studying 8

Other, specify
emabs_mar_o 9

Retrenched 10

Retired/ too old/ pensioner 11

Pregnant/ maternity 12

Annual leave (on holiday) 13

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cb1
emtyp

Which of the following best 
describes your main form of work?

Interviewer: Read out the first 
four response options.

Regular job 1 Cd1

Casual work 2 Cd1

Self-employed 3 Cf1

I run a business 4 Cf1

Refused -8 Cd1

Don’t know -9 Cd1

Cb2
emwnt

Are you available and willing to work 
in the next 7 days?

Yes 1 Cg1

No 2

Refused -8 Da1

Don’t know -9 Da1

Cc1
noemdc When was the last time you worked?

6 months - 1 year ago 3

More than 1 year ago 4

I have never worked 5

This month 6

Last month 7

2 – 3 months ago 9

4 – 6 months ago 10

Refused -8

Don’t know -9



12 | NIDS-CRAM Wave 5 Questionnaire   J U L Y  2 0 2 1  •  V E R S I O N  1

Cc2
noemex

Why are you unavailable or unwilling 
to work in the next 7 days?

Child care 1

Da1

Problems with my health 2

Looking after sick household 
member(s) 3

I’m retired (too old/ pensioner) 4

I’m studying 5

I’ve tried to find job but can’t get one 6

Other, specify
noemex_o 7

Coronavirus 8

I can’t search for jobs because of 
lockdown 10

I haven’t been called for work 11

I’m too scared of Coronavirus to go out 12

Looking after elderly/ disabled family 
members 13

Refused -8

Cd1
emwrk

What kind of work do you usually 
do? In other words, what is your 
occupation or job title? Please 
provide at least two words to 

describe this. 

Interviewer: Record at least two 
words: e.g. car sales person, 

office cleaner, vegetable farmer, 
primary school teacher, domestic 

worker etc.

Job title

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cd2
emwrkplace

What is the name of your place of 
work? For example Pick n Pay or 
a government department or own 

home.

Interviewer: For government or 
large organisations, give the 

name of the establishment and 
branch or division e.g. ABC Gold 
Mining - Maintenance Division.

Place of work

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cd3
emwrkgoods

What are the main goods and 
services produced at your place of 

work, or what are its main functions? 
Examples could be making electrical 

appliances, repairing cars, selling 
houses or primary education?

Interviewer: For domestic 
workers, housekeepers, 
gardeners, write “private 

household”.

Goods and services

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Cd4
emwrkhm

Are you able to work from home? If 
yes, some or most of the time?

Yes - Most of the time 1

Yes - Some of the time 2

No - None of the time 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cd5
emdays_mar

Now think of a usual week in March, 
how many days did you work in that 

week?

Days

I was on leave -7 Ce1

Refused -8 Ce1

Don’t know -9 Ce1

Cd6
emhrs_mar

Think of a usual work day in March, 
how many hours did you work on 

that day?

Hours

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce1
empay_freq

How often are you paid? Is it daily, 
weekly, every 2 weeks, or monthly?

Daily 1

Weekly 2 Ce3

Every two weeks 3 Ce5

Monthly 4 Ce7

Refused -8 Ce9

Ce2
emdayinc_mar

How much was your daily take-
home pay (after tax and deductions) 
the last time you got paid in March? 

Interviewer: If respondent says  
“I didn’t get paid”, put zero.

Amount R

Ce9Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce3
emwkinc_mar

How much was your weekly take-
home pay (after tax and deductions) 
the last time you got paid in March? 

Interviewer: If respondent says  
“I didn’t get paid”, put zero.

Amount R Ce9

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce4
emwkinc_mar_

brac

Was your take-home pay zero, 
less than R700, between R700 and 
R1400, between R1400 and R2800, 
between R2800 and R5500 or more 

than R5500?

Zero/nothing 1

Ce9

Less than R700 2

Between R701 and R1400 3

Between R1401 and R2800 4

Between R2801 and R5500 5

More than R5500 6

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Ce5
em2wksinc_mar

How much was your fortnightly take-
home pay (after tax and deductions) 
the last time you got paid in March? 

Interviewer: If respondent says  
“I didn’t get paid”, put zero.

Amount R Ce9

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce6
em2wksinc_

mar_brac

Was your fortnightly take-home pay 
zero, less than R1400, between 

R1400 and R2800, between R2800 
and R5500, between R5500 and 
R11000 or more than R11000?

Zero/nothing 1

Ce9

Less than R1400 2

Between R1401 and R2800 3

Between R2801 and R5500 4

Between R5501 and R11000 5

More than R11000 6

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce7
eminc_mar

How much was your monthly take-
home pay (after tax and deductions) 
the last time you got paid in March? 

Interviewer: If respondent says  
“I didn’t get paid”, put zero.

Amount R Ce9

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce8
eminc_mar_

brac

Was your monthly take-home pay 
zero, less than R3000, between 

R3000 and R6000, between R6000 
and R12000, between R12000 and 

R24000 or more than R24000?

Zero/nothing 1

Less than R3000 2

Between R3001 and R6000 3

Between R6001 and R12000 4

Between R12001 and R24000 5

More than R24000 6

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce9
emcontr

Do you have a written contract with 
your employer?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Ce10
eminc_ters

Did you receive any money from 
the UIF’s Temporary Employer/

Employee Relief Scheme (TERS) in 
March?

Yes 1

Da1

No 2

No, I’ve applied but still waiting 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Cf1
emswrk

What kind of work do you usually 
do? In other words, what is your 
occupation or job title? Please 
provide at least two words to 

describe this. 

Interviewer: Record at least two 
words: car sales person, office 

cleaner, vegetable farmer, primary
school teacher, domestic worker 

etc.

Job title

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf2
emssect

In which economic sector is your 
self-employment activity/ business?

Interviewer: Wait for response, 
if respondent doesn’t provide 
a response in the list, read out 

options 1-10.

Private households (Domestic worker, 
maid, house-keeper, gardener) 0

Agriculture, fishing, forestry 1

Mining and quarry 2

Manufacturing (e.g. clothing, food) 3

Electricity, gas, water 4

Construction 5

Wholesale/ retail 6

Transport, storage and communication 7

Finance, real estate and business 
services 8

Community, social and personal 
services 9

Other, specify
emssect_o 11

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf3
emswrkhm

Are you able to work from home? If 
yes, some or most of the time?  

Yes - Most of the time 1

Yes - Some of the time 2

No - None of the time 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf4
embusdays_mar

Now think of a usual week in March, 
how many days did you work in that 

week?

Days

I was on leave -7 Cf6

Refused -8 Cf6

Don’t know -9 Cf6

Cf5
embushrs_mar

Think of a usual work day in March, 
how many hours did you work on 

that day?

Hours

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Cf6
emsvat

Is your business registered for 
income tax and/or VAT?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf7
emsinc_mar

How much was your take-home pay 
or profit (after tax and deductions) 

in March?

Amount R Cf9

Nothing/Lost money 0 Cf9

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf8
emsinc_mar_

brac

Was it less than R3000, between 
R3000 and R6000, between R6000 
and R12000, between R12000 and 

R24000 or more than R24000?

Zero/nothing 1

Less than R3000 2

Between R3001 and R6000 3

Between R6001 and R12000 4

Between R12001 and R24000 5

More than R24000 6

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf9
emsemp_mar

At the end of March, did your 
business have more, less, or the 
same number of staff compared 
to February? Or do you have no 

employees?

No employees (sole proprietor/work 
alone/ only employee) in February or 

in March
1 Cf12

Hired more staff 2

Hired less staff/ let go of staff 3

Have the same number of staff 4

Other, specify
emsemp_mar_o 5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf10
emspaysal_mar

In March, did your business pay 
employee salaries?

 Interviewer: If they say “Yes”, ask 
are you paying them partially or 

in full?

No 1

Yes, but only partially 2

Yes, their full salaries 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Cf11
emsteers_mar

Did you receive any money from 
the UIF’s Temporary Employer/

Employee Relief Scheme (TERS) for 
yourself or any staff in this business 

in March?

Yes 1

No 2

No, I’ve applied but still waiting 3

No because my company is not eligible 4

No because I do not know where or 
how to apply 5

No because I get support from other 
private institutions 6

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cf12
emscls

How likely is it that your business 
will need to close in the next three 

months? Very likely, somewhat likely 
or very unlikely?

I have already closed my business 1

Da1

Very likely 2

Somewhat likely 3

Very unlikely 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cg1
unems_mar

Did you actively search for work in 
March?

Yes 1

No 2

Cg2
unemdc

When was the last time you worked?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
options, select from list.

Within the past 1 month 1

6 months - 1 year ago 3

More than 1 year ago 4

I have never worked 5 Da1

1 – 2 months ago 8

2 – 3 months ago 9

4 – 6 months ago 10

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cg3
unemwrk

What kind of work did you do? 
In other words, what was your 
occupation or job title? Please 
provide at least two words to 

describe this.

Interviewer: Record at least two 
words: car sales person, office 

cleaner, vegetable farmer, primary 
school teacher, domestic worker 

etc.

Job title

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Cg4
unemwrkplace

What is the name of the last place 
where you were employed? For 

example Pick n Pay or a government 
department or own home.

Interviewer: For government or 
large organisations, give the 

name of the establishment and 
branch or division e.g. ABC Gold 
Mining - Maintenance Division.

Place of work

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cg5
unemwrkgoods

What were the main goods and 
services produced at the place 

where you last worked? Examples 
could be making electrical 

appliances, repairing cars, selling 
houses or primary education?

Interviewer: For domestic 
workers, housekeepers, 
gardeners, write “private 

household”.

Goods and services

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Cg6
unemincuifany_

mar

Did you receive the UIF reduced 
work time benefit in March?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Section D: Household and Social Outcomes
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Many South Africans have applied for grants recently and household incomes have 

changed. Skips

Da1
hhincchld_mar

How many child support grants did 
this household receive in March?

Number Da3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da2
incchld_mar

If you don’t know the exact number, 
did anyone in this household receive a 

child support grant in March?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da3
hhincgovpen_

mar

How many people in your household 
received an old age pension grant in 

March?

Number Da5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da4
incgovpen_

mar

If you don’t know the exact number, 
did anyone in this household receive 
an old age pension grant in March?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Da5
hhinccv_mar

How many people in your household 
received the special COVID-19 social 

relief of distress grant in March?

Interviewer: Write down the number 
(including “0” if they answer none). 
If they say they don’t know, follow 
up by asking if at least one person 

received the grant.

Number

Don’t know exact number, but at least 
1 -7

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da6
incvgrt

Have you applied for the special 
COVID-19 relief from distress grant? 

Was your application successful?

Yes applied - yes successful 1

Yes applied - not successful 2 Da8

Yes applied - application pending 3 Da8

No never applied 4 Da8

Refused -8 Da8

Da7
cvgrttot

By the end of March, how many times 
had you received the COVID-19 social 

relief of distress grant in total?

Number

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da8
incgov_mar

Did you personally receive any kind of 
government grant in March?

Yes 1

No 2 Da10

Refused -8 Da10

Don’t know -9 Da10

Da9
incgovtyp#

Which government grant (or grants) 
did you receive in March?

Interviewer: Select all that apply.

Child Support Grant (CSG) 1

Old Age Pension Grant (OAP) 2

Disability Grant 3

Foster Child Grant 4

Care Dependency Grant 5

War veterans grant 7

COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress 
Grant (R350) 8

Other (please specify)
incgovtyp_o 9

Grant in aid 10

NSFAS 11

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da10
incgovbhf_mar

Did you receive any government grant 
on behalf of someone else in March?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Da11
hhincsrc#

In March, which of these were 
sources of income for this household?

Interviewer: Read out the first 
seven response options, select all 

that apply.

Income from employment 1

Income from a business 2

Government grants 3

Money from friends or family 4

Other, specify
hhincsrc_o 5

Household had no income in March 6 Da14

Pension 7

Refused -8 Da14

Don’t know -9 Da14

Da12
hhincmain

In March which of these sources 
of income was the main or biggest 

source of income for this household?

Interviewer: Don’t read out 
response options.

Income from employment 1

Income from a business 2

Government grants 3

Money from friends or family 4

Other, specify
hhincmain_o 5

Household had no income in March 6

Pension 7

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da13
hhincchnged

In the past 4 weeks, has this main 
income source increased, decreased, 

or stayed the same?

Increased 1

Decreased 2

Stayed the same 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da14
hhinc

What was the total amount of income 
(after tax) that this household received 

in March? This should include all 
sources of income for all household 

members.

Amount R Db1

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Da15
hhinc_brac

Was it less than R1500, between 
R1500 and R3000, between R3000 
and R5000, or more than R5000?

Less than R1500 1

Between R1500 and R3000 2

Between R3000 and R5000 3

More than R5000 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Db1
hhfdyn

In the month of March, did your 
household run out of money to buy 

food?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Db2
fdayn

In the last 7 days has anyone in your 
household gone hungry because 

there wasn’t enough food?

Yes 1

No 2 CCdb4

Refused -8 CCdb4

Don’t know -9 CCdb4

Db3
fdaskp

How often did they go hungry?

Interviewer: Read out options 2-5.

Never 1

1 or 2 days 2

3 or 4 days 3

Almost every day 4

Every day 5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

CCdb4 Computer check: Is CCBc4= 0 or 
nopres = 1

Yes 1 Dc1

No 2

Db4
fdcyn

In the past 7 days, has any child in 
your household gone hungry because 

there wasn’t enough food?

Yes 1

No 2 Dc1

Refused -8 Dc1

Don’t know -9 Dc1

Db5
fdcskp

How often did they go hungry?

Interviewer: Read out options 2-5.

Never 1

1 or 2 days 2

3 or 4 days 3

Almost every day 4

Every day 5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Please answer yes or no to the following. During March did you receive food or shelter from:

Dc1
suppgov government?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Dc2
suppngo

from any NGOs, churches or other 
associations?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Dc3
suppcom

from your neighbours or your 
community?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Section E: Education – Early Childhood Development
Skips

CCe1_1 Computer check: Is CCBc4 = 0 or nopres 
= 1

Yes 1 G1

No 2

Cce1_2 Computer check: Is nou7res < -7 or 
nou7res = 0?

Yes 1 F1

No 2

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: I will now ask some questions about children in your household and their education.

E1
ecdatt_
feb20

In February last year (before the 
lockdown), were any children in your 

household attending an early childhood 
development (ECD) programme such 
as a pre-school, creche, playgroup or 

day-mother?
 

Interviewer: Note ECD centres do NOT 
include Grade R in primary schools.

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

E2
ecdatt

Did any children in your household attend 
an Early Childhood Development Centre 

in the past 7 days?

Yes 1

No 2 E4

Refused -8 E6

Don’t know -9 E6

E3
ecdmeal

Does the child/children receive a meal 
at the ECD programme (provided by the 

programme, not a meal sent with the 
child from home)?

Yes 1

E6
No 2

Refused -8

Don’t Know -9
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E4
ecdwhyno#

What are the main reasons that the child/
children have not attended the Early 

Childhood Development Centre in the 
past 7 days?

Interviewer: Do not read out options. 
Select all that apply.

Child may get Coronavirus at centre 1

Centre not prepared for Coronavirus - 
no safety measures 2

Centre is temporarily closed due to 
Lockdown 3

Centre has closed down permanently 4

Can’t afford the centre fees 5

Can’t afford transport to centre 6

Other transport problems 7

Child is sick 8

Caregiver/ parent/ family member 
prefers to look after child 9

Other, specify 
ecdwhyno_o 10

Child is attending grade R in school 11

Child is too old for ECD 12

Child is too young for ECD 13

No children attending ECD 14

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

E5
ecdlkchild#

Who is looking after this child/ these 
children during the day now that they are 

not attending the ECD centre?

Interviewer: Do not read out options. 
Select all that apply.

Me 1

Another adult less than 60 in this 
household 2

Person older than 60 in this household 3

A child under 13 in this household 4

A child over 13 in this household 5

Another adult relative not in this 
household 6

Adult friend from another household 7

Domestic worker/nanny/childminder 8

No one is looking after these children 9

They are attending primary school 10

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

E6
ecd5km

Within 5km of where you live, do you 
know of an affordable ECD centre (such 

as a pre-school, creche, playgroup or 
day-mother) that is currently open?  

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9



24 | NIDS-CRAM Wave 5 Questionnaire   J U L Y  2 0 2 1  •  V E R S I O N  1

E7
ecdaffofees

Are you/ someone in your household 
currently able to afford the fees for the 

child/ children to attend an ECD facility? 

Interviewer: Even if the child is no 
longer attending, ask the respondent 

if they could “afford” the fees.

Yes 1

No, not at all 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

Section F: Education – School Attendance
Skips

F1
eduatt_mar

How many young people in your 
household were attending school 

(Grade R-12) before schools 
closed in March last year?

Number

Not applicable - children 
homeschooled -4

Not applicable - no young people at 
school -6

Not sure but at least one -7

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

F2
eduatt_2w

In the past two weeks, how many 
young people in your household 

attended school?

Interviewer: This should refer to 
the last two weeks that schools 

were open this year.

Number

None 0 F4

Not sure but at least one attended -7

Refused -8 F6

Don’t know -9 F6

F3
eduattlev2w#

For learners in your household 
that attended school in the past 

two weeks: What grades are they 
doing?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
grades. Select all that apply 
and select “Don’t know” for 

any grades they do not know. 
This should refer to the last two 
weeks that schools were open 

this year.

Grade R 0

Grade 1 1

Grade 2 2

Grade 3 3

Grade 4 4

Grade 5 5

Grade 6 6

Grade 7 7

Grade 8 8

Grade 9 9

Grade 10 10

Grade 11 11

Grade 12 12

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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F4
edunoatt2021

Are there any learners in your 
household who have not yet 
returned to school this year?

Yes 1

No 2 F6

Refused -8 F6

Don’t know -9 F6

F5
edunoatt2021lev#

For learners in your household 
who have not yet returned to 
school, what grades are they 

doing?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
grades. Select all that apply 

and select “Don’t know” for any 
grades they do not know.

Grade R 0

Grade 1 1

Grade 2 2

Grade 3 3

Grade 4 4

Grade 5 5

Grade 6 6

Grade 7 7

Grade 8 8

Grade 9 9

Grade 10 10

Grade 11 11

Grade 12 12

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

F6
schfood2w

In the past two weeks, have 
any learners in your household 
received a meal from a school?

Interviewer: Select “yes” if they 
collected a meal from a school. 
This should refer to the last two 
weeks that schools were open 

this year.

Yes 1

No 2

Not applicable – no young people at 
school 3 F8

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

F7
schwrry

How worried are you about 
learners in your household 

returning to school during the 
COVID-19 pandemic? Not 

worried, a little worried, or very 
worried?

Not worried 1

A little worried 2

Very worried 3

Not applicable – no young people at 
school 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

F8
chldcar_mar

Now think about a typical 
weekday, Monday-Friday during 

March. How many hours a day did 
you spend looking after children of 

any age?

Number

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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Section G: Health and COVID-19
INTERVIEWER READ OUT: In this final set of questions we would like to ask you about the Coronavirus and your 

health and the behaviour of people where you live. Skips

G1
cvrsk

Do you think you are likely to get the 
Coronavirus?

Yes 1 G3

No 2

Refused -8 G3

Don’t know -9 G3

G2
cvwhyn#

Why do you think you are unlikely to 
get the Coronavirus?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
responses, select all that apply.

Haven’t interacted with someone with 
the Coronavirus 1

I stay at home 2

I wash my hands 3

I wear a mask 4

I social distance and stay away from 
other people when in public 5

I don’t believe there is something like 
the Coronavirus 6

Coronavirus only affects older people 7

Coronavirus only affects people who 
are weak or ill 8

Other, specify
cvwhyn_o 9

I sanitize my hands 10

Refused -8

G3
cvknow

Do you know anyone who has been 
diagnosed with the Coronavirus?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G4
cvavd

Can you avoid getting the 
Coronavirus?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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G5
cvbehtyp#

Are you behaving differently to protect 
yourself from Coronavirus. If yes, 

what?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
options, select all that apply.

Wash hands more 1

Avoid close contact with others (hugs, 
kisses, handshakes) 2

Avoid big groups 3

Wear face mask 4

Get a flu vaccine 5

Eat garlic 6

Stay home more 7

Other, specify
cvbehtyp_o 8

Use sanitiser 9

Regularly clean/ disinfect home/ 
surfaces 10

Social distancing 11

Gloves 12

Cough into elbow 13

Stopped drinking 14

Stopped smoking 15

Avoid going to hot spots or crowded 
places 16

Spend time in the sun 17

No, I’m not doing anything 18

Eating healthily 19

Refused -8

G6
cvmask

In the last 7 days have you worn a 
face mask or covering when going out 

in public?

Yes 1 G8

No 2

I haven’t been in public 3 G9

Refused -8 G9

Don’t know -9 G9
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G7
cvnomask#

Why have you not been wearing a 
face mask? 

Interviewer: Do not read out 
options, select all that apply.

I don’t like it 1

G9

I don’t need it 2

I don’t have one 3

I don’t care 4

I will not get Coronavirus 5

I am not sick 6

I don’t trust the government 7

I do not go out in public 8

I don’t see the point / don’t understand 
the need for a mask 9

Other, specify 
cvnomask_o 10

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G8
cvmask_time

When you went out in public in the 
last 7 days, did you wear a mask 

some of the time, most of the time or 
all of the time?

Some of the time 1

Most of the time 2

All of the time 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G9
cvworemask 

In March how many people in your 
neighbourhood wore masks when 

they were in public, on the streets of 
your neighbourhood

Interviewer: Read out options 1 - 5

Everyone wore masks 1

Most people 2

About half 3

A few people 4

No one wore masks 5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G10
cvhadvac

Have you received a Coronavirus 
vaccine?

Yes 1

G16
No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9



29 | NIDS-CRAM Wave 5 Questionnaire   J U L Y  2 0 2 1  •  V E R S I O N  1

G11
cvvac

To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the statement: If a 

vaccine for COVID-19 were available, 
I would get it? 

Interviewer: Read out options 1 – 4.

Strongly agree 1

G16

Somewhat agree 2

Somewhat disagree 3

Strongly disagree 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G12
cvvaclead

If a leader in your community 
whom you trust were vaccinated for 
COVID-19 and remained healthy, 

would you be willing to be vaccinated?

Yes 1

No 2

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G13
cvvac_unsafe

Do you believe that the vaccine is 
unsafe or could harm you?

Yes 1

No 2 G16

Refused -8 G16

Don’t know -9 G16

G14
cvvac_

unsafe_c

How convinced are you of this?

Interviewer: Read out options 1 – 3.

A little convinced 1

Somewhat convinced 2

Very convinced 3

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G15
cvvac_uswhy#

Why do you believe that the vaccine is 
unsafe or harmful?

Interviewer: Do not read out 
options, select all that apply.

The vaccine is part of a government 
plot to harm/control me 1

The vaccine is part of a global plot to 
harm/control me 2

Vaccines are fake and are just being 
sold for profit  3

The vaccine contents will change my 
DNA 4

Vaccines can cause HIV or cancer 5

Vaccines go against my religious 
beliefs 6

Vaccine testing was rushed so we can’t 
be sure that they are safe 7

COVID-19 isn’t real 8

Other (specify)
cvvac_uswhy_o 9

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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INTERVIEWER READ OUT: We would now like to know about your general health.

G16
hlcur

How would you describe your health 
at present? Would you say it is 

excellent, very good, good, fair, or 
poor?

Excellent 1

Very good 2

Good 3

Fair 4

Poor 5

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G17
hlcon

When did you last consult someone 
about your health?

In the last 30 days 1

One to five months ago 2

Six to twelve months ago 3

More than one and less than two years 
ago 4 G19

Two to four years ago 5 G19

Five to ten years ago 6 G19

More than ten years ago 7 G19

Never 8 G19

Refused -8 G19

Don’t know -9

G18
hlcontyp

Where did this consultation take 
place?

Interviewer: Read out options.

Public hospital 1

Private hospital 2

Public health clinic 3

Private clinic 4

Private doctor 5

Nurse or chemist 6

Traditional healer 7

Other (specify) 
hlcontype_o 8

Refused -8

Don’t know -9
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G19
mnthlth_1

Over the last 2 weeks, have you had 
little interest or pleasure in doing 

things?

Interviewer: Read out options.

Not at all 1

Several days 2

More than half the days 3

Nearly every day 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

G20
mnthlth_2

Over the last 2 weeks, have you been 
feeling down, depressed or hopeless:

Interviewer: Read out options.

Not at all 1

Several days 2

More than half the days 3

Nearly every day 4

Refused -8

Don’t know -9

INTERVIEWER READ OUT: Thank you for your participation again. We really value your responses. We will keep all of your 
responses confidential. This is our final engagement with you this year and we appreciate your contribution to our study. You now 

have {entries} into our lucky prize draw to be drawn in July! The 3 winners will be notified by the end of July. In case you need it the 
Coronavirus hotline number is 0800 029 999. Stay safe!

Section H: Interviewer Evaluation
To be completed by interviewer Skips

H1
intres

In general, how did the respondent act 
towards you during the interview?

Hostile 1

Neither hostile nor friendly 2

Friendly 3

H2
intlng#

Which of the following languages were 
used while conducting the interview?

isiNdebele 1

isiXhosa 2

isiZulu 3

Sepedi 4

Sesotho 5

Setswana 6

siSwati 7

Tshivenda 8

Xitsonga 9

Afrikaans 10

English 11
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 For further information please see cramsurvey.org and nids.uct.ac.za


